care, as there may occasionally be cross-sensitivity with penicillin; but chloramphenicol and tetracycline are effective.
Willcox contributes an article on the treatment of gonorrhoea in the male. The emergence of varying degrees of resistance by strains to penicillin, streptomycin and tetracycline is discussed; and two other effective antibiotics, kanamycin and spectinomycin, are mentioned.
Durel and his colleagues review the treatment of trichomoniasis with metronidazole in 73 men and 147 women, with excellent results. Meyer-Rohn discusses the causes and treatment of nonspecific urethritis in the male, under the headings bacterial, traumatic, allergic, association with local diseases, association with general diseases, psychogenic. The final article by Guthe and Ids0e is on penicillin reactions. While this book is not entirely comprehensive (it omits the treatment of gonorrheea in women), it is ofthe highest standard, with detailed references, and each article is written by an expert in his subject. It should be of the greatest value to venereologists in Britain and to those dermatologists outside the UK who now tend to specialize in venereology. Lloyd has the art of supplying information with brevity and style. He has divided his book into three main parts, an introduction, a survey of medical and scientific discovery in the past century and a half, and a review of health organization. He also adds an epilogue. Of these the brief introduction is clearly the biggest challenge for combining the necessity of brevity with accuracy, but the difficulties are on the whole skated over successfully. The second part constitutes a lucid survey of medical progress, made all the more pleasant by the writer's evident sympathy and understanding for the underlying motives and goals. Many well known stories, such as those of anesthetics and the 'germ theory', are told with a freshness and insight which brings into healthy perspective many of the assumptions made so glibly by otherwise well informed people today. A similarly attractive account is given of the reform of the hospitals and the rise of public health services; by tracing them from their origins these are shown to be not only great but intelligible achievements. The story of medicine is not only brought up to date but the author permits himself a tentative glance into the future. Here, the importance of preventive medicine is stressed, and it is lamented that 'people continue to fall sick and die', apparently ignoring the fact that the only event we are sure of when we are born is that we are going to die; thus the only real prevention of death is the prevention of life, a point that Dr Lloyd in fact makes when dealing with the history of 'the pill'.
Nevertheless, the emphasis on the prevention of disease, and on automation in its diagnosis and treatment, provides a fitting end to this well-told story, which successfully joins together those elusive partners, education and enjoyment. It will be a success if those who need it read it.
KENNETH D KEELE
Child Health in the Tropics edited by D B Jelliffe MD FRCP FAPHA DCH DTM&H 3rd ed pp 165 12s 6d London: Edward Arnold 1968 This is one of the mini-books that has proved most useful and, in addition to several reprints, is now in its third edition since 1962. It attempts to simplify where simplification is much needed. It can only be used as a sort .of aide-memoire because its brevity is almost dangerous. For example, in the sections on diarrhexal diseases of early childhood, the only references to diet are to withholding of food for a short time, to be followed by diluted and later full strength milk. For medication chloramphenicol, chlorprornazine and procaine penicillin are mentioned. These sections are quite inadequate. The diarrhceal diseases are responsible for the majority of cases of 'failure to thrive' and so for a large proportion of the mortality associated with infectious diseases. However brief the textbook, diet and drugs should be considered in more detairthan this.
The sections on organization are good, but omit any reference to home visiting and domiciliary services.
The defects of the book may be due to limitations of space, but it is most useful as a basis for teaching and training of staff, particularly in Africa. CICELY September, 1965. All aspects of the disease are exhaustively examined. A detailed consideration ofnatural and experimental tumour pathology is followed by chapters devoted to diagnosis, treatment by surgery, treatment by radiotherapy and finally to treatment by other adjuvant measures.
The chapters on natural tumour pathology add nothing to extant accounts of the disease, but points of considerable importance are raised in the sections on experimental pathology. Professor Boyland contributes an interesting review of the agents at present recognized as being of vtiological significance in the development of renal carcinoma in laboratory animals and man. A further section reports upon the immunological changes to be found in animals with induced renal neoplasia, and several chapters are concerned with the experimental induction of renal tumours by viruses or by the administration of cestrogens or compounds of fluorine and lead.
An extensive section examines the usefulness of urinary lactic dehydrogenase and alkaline phosphatase in the diagnosis of renal carcinoma but concludes by confirming the impression that the nonspecificity of such systems renders them of little clinical utility.
The chapter on surgical treatment offers little that is new but the section by Sir Eric Riches on the value of pre-operative irradiation gives rise to important discussion on this still unresolved question.
The chapters on radiotherapy and chemotherapeutic adjuvant therapy again reveal that these methods of treatment contribute little to the control of the primary or secondary manifestations of this disease but the use of progesterone to induce dramatic metastatic regression in a number of cases, as advocated by Bloom et al., would appear to be a major contribution.
In summary, this book provides a comprehensive review of current thought on renal neoplasia. It would, however, have been improved by the exclusion of much repetitive material. A book for the departmental library rather than for individual purchase.
J E A WICKHAM
Renal Failure edited by Albert N Brest MD and John H Moyer MD pp x+295 illustrated £9 Philadelphia: JBLippincott 1967 London: Pitman Medical Although this must be one of the best books on renal failure yet published, it suffers from two serious faults: it is absurdly expensive and the contributors do not appear to have been told for whom it was intended.
The first section, which is titled 'The Normal Kidney: Anatomy and Physiology', is clearly intended for the reader who already has a fairly detailed knowledge of these subjects. This section contains admirable reviews of the function of the juxtaglomerular apparatus and the renal regulation ofwater balance.
It is, however, more difficult to decide whether the second section, which deals with the pathophysiology of renal failure, is aimed at the expert or the novice: some of the chapters, for example that on nephron alterations in renal failure, describe important and highly specialized work, whereas others would not be out of place in a standard undergraduate textbook.
The three remaining sections of the book are devoted to the clinical aspects of chronic and acute renal failure. In these sections the chapters achieve a reasonably consistent level of approach, and they should prove particularly valuable to senior registrars and junior consultants. It is agreeable to report that the section on treatment of chronic renal failure is well balanced, for although much of this is devoted to chronic dialysis and renal homotransplantation, due weight is also given to the importance of conservative management and the detection and treatment ofreversible factors. The aim of the symposium which provides the material for this book has been to bring together the work of a number of anthropologists using new methods and viewpoints to extract the maximum biological information from early skeletal remains. In the form of a book some cohesion is inevitably lost as review papers become confused with original work and an air of extreme caution pervades the whole. However, a serious attempt is made to face the difficulties presented by the application of a cross-sectional system of taxonomic nomenclature to an evolving species. It is shown how the concept of skeletal plasticity and the study of nonmetrical variations and more gross skeletal genetic anomalies may, with suitable safeguards, be used to compare earlier populations. The place of radiographic examination of both normal and pathological bone is assessed, including an evaluation of the use of Harris's lines in building up a picture of illness from the skeleton of a child.
The value of this book lies in the indications it gives for further research, its pleas for standardization of techniques so that time-consuming studies. may be effectively compared and combined, and its generous bibliography. E C B HALL-CRAGGS
